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Halfmoon Mountain - Wardensville, West Virginia

Length Difficulty Streams Views Solitude Camping

9.5 mls 3| r r 3 r

Hiking Time: 5.0 hours with a half hour for lunch
Elev. Gain: 2,120 ft
Turn onto the FS gravel road and park at the top of the loop

Halfmoon Mountain with spectacular views of Trout Run Valley, Big Schloss and Tibbet Knob as
well as a great stream hike up Halfmoon Run this is another hidden gem in the Great North
Mountain area. The only real challenging section is the short but steep climb up the German
Wilson Trail.

Start up the orange blazed forestry service (FS) road and begin your assent up the Bucktail
Trail. Shortly veer left passing the pink blazed Bucktail Connector Trail on your right which you
will be returning on later.

Remain on the orange blazed Bucktail Trail for 2.4 miles passing several side FS roads (marked
on the map here as gray dots) before gently descending and arriving at a foot bridge and the
junction of the purple blazed Capon Furnace Trail. DO NOT cross the bridge over Halfmoon Run
but stay on the orange blazed Bucktail Trail for another 1.3 miles, crossing the run five times
before reaching a closed gate, clearing and the end of the Bucktail Trail.

At the gate turn right immediately passing another closed gate and heading up the pink blazed
FS road. There will be a side FS trail on the left in 150 yards, pass this, and in 0.1 miles cross a
small stream before the FS Road/Trail splits; bear left then immediately turn left heading uphill
staying on the pink blazed German Wilson Trail as it climbs the ravine. The trail becomes very
rocky, makes two quick switchbacks and becomes very steep for the remaining climb to the
ridge and intersection of the white blazed Halfmoon Lookout Spur Trail.

Turn right climbing the white blazed Halfmoon Lookout Spur Trail for 0.3 miles. Just before the
summit the trail splits to two vantage points. Turn right where the trail becomes very steep for
100 yards before arriving at the summit and foundation of an old lookout tower with the best
view of the hike.

Return down the white blazed trail passing the pink blazed German Wilson Trail you climbed
earlier and arrive at the junction of the yellow blazed Halfmoon Trail in 0.9 miles from the top.

Turn right downhill on the yellow blazed Halfmoon Trail, descending the mountain for 1.1 miles
until you reach a stream crossing and the intersection of the pink blazed Bucktail Connector
Trail.

DO NOT cross the stream but turn right on the pink blazed Bucktail Connector Trail for 2.5
miles where the pink blazed trail ends at the orange blazed FS road you ascended at the
beginning of the hike.

Turn left downhill on the orange blazed FS road and shortly arrive back at the parking area.
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