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Strickler Knob - Luray, Virginia

Length Difficulty Streams Views Solitude Camping

9.1 mls

Hiking Time:
Elev. Gain:

Parking:

5.0 hours with 1/2 hour for lunch
2,240 ft
Park at either the Massanutten Trailhead, or at the Scothorn Gap Trailhead on Crisman Hollow
Road/VA211.

Some of the best vistas in the mid-Atlantic. The new Strickler Knob trail is a challenging rock
hopping/scramble that has beautiful views of New Market Gap, the Luray Valley, and a 360 degree picture
perfect panorama from the Strickler Knob summit. A nice hike with a great little rock scramble on the ridge.

The Strickler Knob hike is now one of our favorites. The rock scramble on the last 0.2 miles of the Strickler
Knob trail is just as much fun as Old Rag and Duncan Knob, requiring several 12ft climbs over and between
the cracks of the boulders. You can also shorten the hike by two miles and park at the Scothorn Gap
trailhead on Crisman Hollow Rd/VA211.
Note: The Strickler Knob trail is no longer blazed, and is considered a bushwack. This hike is not suitable
for young children or dogs.

From the Massanutten trailhead on Crimson Hollow Rd/VA211 start east towards Waterfall Mountain on the
orange blazed Massanutten trail, immediately passing a campsite on the left. In 0.2 miles there is a vista of
the Luray Valley. Continue for 0.3 miles at which point the trail turns steeply downhill. Make several
switchbacks, then the trail becomes less steep before reaching the intersection of the white blazed
Massanutten Connector trail in 0.6 miles from the ridge.

Turn left on the orange blazed Massanutten trail as it begins to climb alongside Big Run, passing a campsite
in 0.1 miles. Cross the run where the trail becomes steeper, then re-cross the run, make one large
switchback, then level out and arrive at the intersection of the yellow blazed Scothorn Gap trail 2.0 miles
from the last intersection.

Turn right uphill as the orange blazed Massanutten trail continues to climb, then arrives at the ridge and
intersection of the pink blazed Strickler Knob trail in another 0.6 miles.

Now the fun starts. Firstly, thank you to the trail builders! This used to be a formidable bushwhack. The
Strickler Knob trail was marked with both pink and red blazes on the rocks, but they have been removed.
The trail will also appear to end in a couple of places, but keep heading along the ridge, and you'll pick the
trail back up. You'll know when you get to Strickler Knob :)

After 0.3 miles pass a rock outcrop and view to the west and north. From this vista, continue on the trail
rock hopping for another 0.4 miles to another opening, and beautiful vista to the southwest. From this point
the rock hopping and bouldering becomes more intense. The first obstacle is a 12ft climb over a small rock
wall, then just before the the main summit pass through a group of three boulders. This is not the summit
stack! Once through the crack continue to follow the blazes, pass a small overhang, and climb a 6ft ledge.

The main summit is accessed through a rock crack on the left. Continue for another 30ft to the southern
summit overlook. A hiker has left a trail journal in a waterproof bag here, add you thoughts! Climbing to the
main summit provides a 360 degree view of the Luray Valley and New Market Gap.
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