Marshall Draft Trail – Williamsville, VA
Length
4.0 mls
Hiking Time:
Elev. Gain:
Parking:

Difficulty

Streams

Views

Solitude

Camping

N/A
4.0 hours with 30 minutes of breaks
1,600 ft
Parking is on Forest Service Road 394. 38.17081, -79.54241

By Trail Contributor: Jeff Monroe
The Marshall Draft Trail is a very remote and steep trail in Virginia’s Bath County that accesses
the Shenandoah Mountain Trail near the summit of Wallace Peak. The described hike continues
past the end of the Marshall Draft Trail, using an old roadbed to climb to the summit of Wallace
Peak, an open area that was once the site of a fire tower. There are also options to extend this
hike in a big way, as the Marshall Draft Trail meets the Shenandoah Mountain Trail, which to the
north connects with an extensive trail network that includes trails in Ramsey’s Draft Wilderness,
the Wild Oak Trail, and even trails to Elliott Knob. The Shenandoah Mountain Trail is also part of the Great Eastern Trail, a
long distance trail through the Appalachians that is under development and will extend from Alabama to New York state.
The Marshall Draft Trail is not widely used, and the Shenandoah Mountain Trail is primarily used by mountain bikers and
hunters in season. There is a very low probability that you will encounter another hiker on this trip.
Mile 0.0 – Parking for this trail is on a wide spot of Forest Service Road 394, also known as Sugar Tree Road. Older
USGS Topographic Maps show this trail continuing all the way to the Cowpasture River, but the Forest Service says
the trail now officially ends here. The trail itself is marked by a deteriorating trail sign and is marked with yellow
diamonds. The trail switches back about 20 feet into the hike, takes a right turn about 100 feet later, and then climbs
straight up the mountain.
Mile 0.4 – After climbing steeply up the mountain, a view of the surrounding countryside is possible looking back
towards the trailhead. The trail climbs at a lung busting 23% grade to this point, before moderating slightly. In its
1.4 mile total length, the Marshall Draft Trail climbs from 2200 to over 3500 feet elevation. As you climb, views of
Shenandoah Mountain to the north are frequent.
Mile 0.9 – The trail washes out a little for a brief period, but remains easy to follow. After this, it climbs much less
steeply.
Mile 1.4 – The Marshall Draft Trail ends at an intersection with the Shenandoah Mountain Trail, in an open field
suitable for camping. Keep a sharp eye looking at where you came from, as the Marshall Draft Trail is much less
evident than the Shenandoah Mountain Trail, as the latter gets a lot more use, mainly by mountain bikers. Note in
the photo of the intersection that both trails are marked by the same yellow diamonds. The diamond for the Marshall
Draft Trail is much harder to pick out in this photo. The Shenandoah Mountain Trail heads north for 17.5 miles to U.S.
250 and then connects with trails in Ramsey’s Draft Wilderness. South, the Shenandoah Mountain Trail continues for
6.8 miles to a point near a bridge crossing of the Cowpasture River in Fort Lewis. At your present location, you have
reached a sag between two peaks on the Shenandoah Mountain: to your right is Wallace Peak, and to your left –
northeast of Wallace Peak – is Northeast Peak. Ahead of you is a wildlife pond. The summit of Wallace Peak was once
the site of a fire lookout tower and remains a common local hiking destination, even though there is no trail shown on
many trail maps. The key is to find the location of the old tower access road – no longer used, but still evident if you
look in the right place. The access road came up from the east and appears to have turned uphill right where the
wildlife pond sits now. Head to the right of the pond towards the only large pine tree in the area. Stay to the right of
the pine tree heading uphill, and the old access road magically appears!
Mile 1.6 – The road takes a left turn shortly after the wildlife pond and climbs Wallace Peak. Right in the middle of
the old roadbed is a campsite with a fire ring. Normally this would not be a viable spot to camp, but this is an inactive
route. Continue past the fire ring on the old road.
Mile 2.0 – Reach the summit of Wallace Peak. Although there are no views from the open summit due to nearby
tree growth, the summit provides a very remote and peaceful place to stop for lunch. The concrete bases for the
tower are still at the summit, but the rest of the tower is long gone.
Mile 4.0 – Return to your vehicle the way you came for a four-mile roundtrip, or take a side trip along the
Shenandoah Mountain Trail. Northbound, there are multiple nice views from the ridgetop trail, looking west into
remote Highland County.
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