High Bridge - Farmville, VA
Length

Difficulty

Streams

9.8 mls
Hiking Time:
Elev. Gain:
Parking:

Views

Solitude

Camping
N/A

4.0 hours plus a half hour for lunch
80 ft
There is plenty of parking on street parking and other public parking close to the start of the trail.
37.30441, -78.39110

By Trail Contributor: Bryce Allison
From the State Park website: “High Bridge Trail is 31 miles long and ideally suited
for hiking, bicycling and horseback riding. Once a rail bed, the trail is wide, level
and generally flat. Its finely crushed limestone surface and dimensions make it easy
to enjoy. The park’s centerpiece is the majestic High Bridge, which is more than
2,400 feet long and 125 feet above the Appomattox River.
High Bridge is the longest recreational bridge in Virginia, and among the longest in
the United States. High Bridge, a Virginia Historic Landmark, is on the National Register of Historic Places. The
trail is a National Recreation Trail recognizing exemplary trails of local and regional significance, connecting
people to nature, to each other, and to our shared history and culture. Bring drinking water because none is
available on the trail.”
We hiked the Farmville to High Bridge section of the trail as an out and back. There is plenty of on street
parking and other public parking close to the start of the trail. This trail is a very flat trail with no noticeable
elevation change. The surface of the trail is packed hard so wear comfortable shoes. I normally take hiking
poles but did not use them on this hike. The trail is exposed in many areas so wear a hat. The trail passes
through wooded areas and pastures on the way to High Bridge. You will most likely run into more bikers than
hikers.
Mile 0.0 – The trail begins at the intersection of Main and Depot Streets and heads east towards the
Appomattox River.
Mile 0.3 – Reach the Appomattox River, cross over the bridge which also crosses Route 600.
Mile 0.6 – Osborne Road
Mile 1.6 – Burke Road
Mile 3.5 – River Road Parking area, fee required. This is an alternative parking area if you just want to
see High Bridge or don't have enough time to hike the out and back. From River Road to High Bridge is
about 1 mile.
Mile 4.5 – Beginning of High Bridge. View the amazing bridge as you make your way to just past the
middle to where it crosses the Appomattox River, be sure to look for some of the original brick pilings.
Mile 4.9 – Appomattox River Overlook. Enjoy the views and then retrace your steps to Farmville or the
River Road Parking Area.
Mile 9.8 - Arrive back at the parking area.
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