Sams Ridge/Catlett Spur - Central SNP, Virginia
Length

Difficulty

Streams

Views

Solitude

Camping

9.4 mls
Hiking Time:
Elev. Gain:
Parking:

5.5 hours with 30 minutes for breaks
2,290 ft
Park on Woodward Rd/VA600 opposite Hungry Horse Ln. 38.61433, -78.25647

Located in one of the remote sections of the central Shenandoah National Park, the
Sams Ridge Trail gets very little traffic compared the more popular hikes on Skyline
Drive just a few miles away. After initially walking along Hazel River for a short distance,
you then climb up the Sam's Ridge Trail that is a solid workout on its way to the plateau
between Hazel and Catlett Mountains. The teardrop circuit on the Catlett Spur and
Catlett Mountain trails is a nice hike in secluded old growth forest.
Mile 0.0 - Park along Woodward Rd/VA 600 opposite Hungry Horse Ln. DO NOT drive up Hungry Horse Ln.
This is a private driveway and open to resident cars and hikers only. Please respect private property. From
the parking area pass the gate and walk up Hungry Horse Ln. Pass a house on the left then the Virginia Farm
Bureau on the right before the road makes a hairpin turn to the left. Continue on the road for 50 yards where
the Hazel River Trail starts.
Mile 0.3 - Turn right along the yellow blazed Hazel River Trail with Hazel River on your right for 250 yards to
the intersection of the Sam's Ridge Trail.
Mile 0.41 - Turn left onto the blue blazed Sam's Ridge Trail. After the first 0.4 miles the trail becomes
increasingly steeper without the aid of switchbacks. Pass several areas of Mountain Laurel that bloom in early
June, then the trail begins to level out near the saddle ending at the intersection with the blue blazed Broad
Hollow Trail.
Mile 2.72 - Turn right onto the blue blazed Broad Hollow Trail for 0.2 miles crossing Sams Run then arriving
at the intersection of the Hazel Mountain Trail where the Broad Hollow Trail ends.
Mile - 2.92 - Turn right on the yellow blazed Hazel Mountain Trail where it gradually descends into the hollow
through old growth forest with a small stream on the left. Pass the top terminus of the Hazel River trail on
your right and continue downhill on the Hazel Mountain Trail. Cross two streams that feed Hazel River and
reach the intersection of the Catlett Spur Trail.
Mile 3.88 - Turn left onto the blue blazed Catlett Spur Trail gradually climbing for the first 0.3 miles then
recrossing the stream. From this point the Catlett Spur Trail becomes steeper for the remaining 0.9 miles to
the intersection of the Catlett Mountain Trail.
Mile 5.08 - Turn left on the blue blazed Catlett Mountain Trail descending through a hollow and passing a
sink hole created by the porous limestone collapsing within the mountain. The trail gets steeper then crosses
a small stream. Pass over a small knoll and follow the trail to the Hazel Mountain Trail intersection where the
Catlett Mountain Trail ends.
Mile 6.21 - Turn left onto the yellow blazed Hazel Mountain Trail and pass over a the trail high point arriving
back at the intersection of the Broad Hollow Trail where the loop section of the hike began.
Mile 6.7 - Turn right onto the Broad Hollow Trail for 0.2 miles back to the intersection if the Sams Ridge
Trail.
Mile 6.9 - Turn left downhill on the steep descent down Sams Ridge to the valley and intersection with the
Hazel River Trail.
Mile 9.21 - Turn right on the Hazel River Trail for 250 yards to the Hazel River Trail terminus and Hungry
Horse Ln.
Mile 9.22 - Turn left on paved Hungry Horse Ln. for 0.3 miles back to the parking area on Woodward
Rd/VA600.
Mile 9.52 - Arrive back at the parking area on Woodward Rd/VA600.
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