Riprap Hollow - SNP, Virginia

Length

Difficulty

Streams

Views

Solitude

Camping

9.5 mls
Hiking Time:
Elev. Gain:

5.0 hours with a half hour for lunch
2,225 ft

Riprap Hollow is one of the best circuit hikes in the southern section of the Shenandoah
National Park. The views from Chimney Rock, and along the ridge of Rocks Mountain, offer
great vistas to the west and north. The spring fed stream in Cold Spring and Riprap Hollow is
very scenic, and has a 50ft wide swimming hole fed by yet another mountain spring.
From the Riprap parking area walk the 50 yards along the blue blazed trail to the intersection
of the white blazed Appalachian Trail. Turn right uphill on the white blazed trail for 0.4 miles to
the intersection of the Riprap Trail.
Turn left on the blue blazed Riprap Trail as it descends through a hollow on the ridge before
climbing and arriving at the first vista point in 0.7 miles. In another 0.3 miles reach the second
vista and Chimney Rock. From Chimney Rock the trail will begin to descend into Cold Springs
Hollow. In 1.7 miles from Chimney Rock the spring fed stream that has come in on the left of
Riprap Trail will pass through a small gorge and over a 20ft waterfall.
After passing the waterfall follow the blue blazed Riprap Trail for another 0.3 miles to a large
swimming hole. Just past the swimming hole, the trail will cross the stream and pass a trail marker
and an overgrown trail that leads to an old Riprap Shelter on the right. Continue straight on
the blue blazed Riprap Trail next to the stream for another 0.7 miles to the intersection of the
Wildcat Ridge Trail.
Turn left on the blue blazed Wildcat Ridge Trail and shortly cross the stream again, before the trail
starts heading uphill through a small gorge. In 0.6 miles the Wildcat Ridge Trail will make
several switchbacks and become much steeper, as it follows the Wildcat Ridge for another 2.0
miles to a four way intersection with the white blazed Appalachian Trail.
Turn left on the while blazed Appalachian Trail for the remaining 2.8 miles back to the Riprap
parking area.
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