Veach Gap - Front Royal, Virginia

Length

Difficulty

Streams

Views

Solitude

Camping

7.0 mls
Hiking Time:
Elev. Gain:
Parking:

4 hours with a half hour for lunch
1,050 ft
From VA678/Fort Valley Rd, turn onto VA774/Veach Gap Rd. where it crosses a small
concrete bridge and becomes dirt for 0.8 miles, At the end of VA774 there will be a parking
area.

This is a secluded out and back hike in the Veach Gap area of the George Washington National
Forest near Front Royal, VA. Most of the hike is a gradual ascent through Veach Gap, with a
beautiful overlook and campsite at the high point.
Start by passing the closed gate and heading up the yellow blazed Veach Gap Trail. Cross from
the right bank over the run in 1.0 miles. After crossing the run meet the intersection of the
orange/blue blazed Massanutten/Tuscarora Trail in another 0.1 miles.
Turn left on the orange/blue blazed trail as it gradually ascends Little Crease Mountain. In 0.5
miles look for a trail on your right, with a small tent symbol on a tree, that leads down to a
nice camping spot.
Continue up the orange/blue blazed trail for another 1.4 miles, where the trail will turn right for
0.1 miles before turning back to the left. From this point there is a nice view of the
Massanutten Valley to the southwest.
Continue up the trail passing a small rockslide, and in 0.2 miles as you reach the ridge line,
arrive at the first of three overlooks. The second overlook is in another 0.2 miles. The third,
and most spectacular overlook, is in another 240 feet at the high point of the hike, along with
a great campsite. The sunrise is fantastic as it comes over the Shenandoah National Park to
the east on a clear morning.
To return just retrace the route back to Veach Gap Trail, turn right, and continue down to the
parking area.
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